Houston County Commissioners Meeting

April 2, 2013
Perry, Georgia
The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, District Attorney George Hartwig, Community Planner Jake Cox, Centerville Mayor John Harley, Walton and Becky Wood, Jimmy Autry of Flint Energies, Jeanne Moyer of Advanced Disposal and County Attorney Tom Hall.  
Commissioner Robinson led the audience in the Invocation.
Mr. Malcolm Land led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his military service in the U.S. Army as a combat medic in WW II.  Mr. Land is 88 years old and hails from Twiggs County.  He was 18 years old when drafted into the Army on February 25, 1943.  He detailed the extensive training that he received both stateside after completing basic training and then in England after being transported by ship to the European theatre.  During that crossing of the Atlantic it was believed that his transport ship came under attack by a German U-boat.  Mr. Land related that he and his platoon arrived at Omaha Beach just days after the D-Day invasion.  Their task was to follow the combat troops and render aid as needed during combat.  Mr. Land shared many stories of that campaign including treating both U.S. soldiers and German soldiers, as well as his own combat injury sustained after being shot in the leg after which he spent 15 months in the hospital.  He remembered thinking that war is a terrible thing and that his only wish was that there would never be another one.  Mr. Land stated that he is proud of the United States and believes it to be the greatest country in the world.  He shared with the audience a shadow box filled with mementos from his service including various medals such as the Purple Heart, a bible issued to him during the war, his medic armband, dog tags and other items.
Chairman Stalnaker presented a Proclamation to Lions Club member Mr. J.C. Coefield declaring April 2013 to be “Lions White Cane Month.”  The Chairman encouraged the citizens of Houston County to give generously to the White Cane Month and to work with the Houston County Lions Clubs in their efforts to save the sight of the needy in our community.  

Chairman Stalnaker presented a Proclamation to Dr. Ben Lowery and others declaring April 2013 as Confederate History and Heritage month in Houston County, Georgia and encouraged all residents to increase their knowledge of the role played by the Confederate States of America and her people in our County’s history.  Dr. Lowery briefed the Board on the memorial services that are held throughout the month of April.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of March 19, 2013.
Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve a request from the Houston County District Attorney’s Office to hire Mr. Dan Giammetta for the vacant position of Computer Specialist at a Grade 19-F, $43,305.60 annually, effective April 8, 2013.
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Chairman Stalnaker recognized DA Hartwig’s and Commissioner McMichael’s birthdays in the month of April and thanked the DA for his hard work and cooperation with the County.  DA Hartwig thanked the Chairman and then introduced Ms. Lisa Hudson who was hired recently as office manager for his department.

Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1698 submitted by William Patrick Aaron.  The property is located at 108 Kovac Road, Kathleen, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 81 & 88, of the 12th Land District of Houston County, Lot 7, Block “A”, Section II of Kovac Farms, consisting of 2.21 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-AG zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Mobile Home Hardship with no change in zoning.  The Board of Zoning & Appeals unanimously recommends approval of Application #1698. 

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant and his wife will move a mobile home onto his in-law’s property in order to help care for them
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1698.

Mr. William P. Aaron, applicant was present but did not wish to speak. There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1698.

Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1699 submitted by Mr. Brian Gross.  The property is located at 341 Peach Blossom Rd., Bonaire, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 196, of the 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 6, Block “H”, Section No. 2, Phase No. 4 of Peachtree Estates, consisting of .476 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Purchasing, Customization and Retail Sale of Fire Arms Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning Appeals Board unanimously denied Application #1699. 

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant wants to operate a customization and retail sale for fire arms business.  The Zoning & Appeals Board recommends unanimous denial based upon a previous legal opinion by the County attorney that a Federal Firearms License would allow firearms sales from the house which is an activity prohibited under the County’s Comprehensive Land Development Regulations concerning home occupations.  The only products allowed to be sold in a residential zone are those produced by members of the immediate family.

Mr. McMichael inquired whether there were requirements under Section 95 that would be non-compliant if the application was approved.  Mr. Andrews replied that there would be.  Mr. McMichael stated that he would be supportive of the business in a commercial location but not in a residential zone.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1699.
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Mr. Brian Gross, applicant, described his business and stated that he requires a Federal Firearms License to operate.  He stated that he owns a commercial property and business in Macon and he would like to relocate his business to his home in Houston County.  His contention is that he does not violate the Section 95 requirement that states the product must be produced by family members residing on the premise because he is customizing the weapons once he receives them from the manufacturer.  

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to deny Application #1699.
Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1700 submitted by Mr. Rodney Bridges, Jr. The property is located at 112 Lake Lillian Drive, Perry, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 74, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 10, Block “B”, Phase 3 of Lake Lillian Estates Subdivision, consisting of .75 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for Termite and Pest Control business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning & Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1700 subject to no employees reporting to the home.

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will be operating a termite and pest control business.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would be operating a home office only with no storage of chemicals at the house, no employees reporting to the house, no signage and no customers being received at the house.  The chemicals would be stored at another location.  

Mr. Thomson asked for clarification on where the chemicals would be stored.  Mr. Andrews explained that the chemicals would be stored at the applicant’s brother’s house.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1700.

Mr. Rodney Bridges, Jr., the applicant, stated he would have one employee and that he would be meeting with him off-site on a regular basis.  The applicant has one work truck that he personally drives and keeps at the residence.  There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve application #1700.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1701 submitted by Mr. Robert Folsom.  The property is located at 2091 Hwy. 341 S., Perry, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 189, 13th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Parcel 5 on a Plat of Survey for Gordon L. Duffell and Richard S. Duffell, consisting of 5 acres. Existing use is residential, R-AG zoning. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Lawn Care Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning and Appeals Board recommends unanimous approval of Application #1701 subject to no employees reporting to the house.  

Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued on Page 696
Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued from Page 695
Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would be operating a lawn care business with no employees reporting to the house and no signage.  

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1701.

Mr. Robert Folsom, the applicant was present but did not wish to speak.  The applicant’s wife, Jennifer Folsom, stated that she believed the application met all the requirements set forth in Section 95 and that they would not have any employees reporting to their house.  
Mr. Walker asked Mrs. Folsom if there would be any employees that would report to the house and if there would be any signage.  Mrs. Folsom replied no to both questions.

Chairman Stalnaker asked where the lawn equipment would be stored.  Mrs. Folsom indicated that the equipment would be stored in a barn on the property.

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1701.  

Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1702 submitted by Ms. Jasmine Banks.  The property is located at 147 Addington Drive, Kathleen, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 102 & 103, of the 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 53, Block “B”, Section No. 1, Phase No. 2 of The Rydings Subdivision, consisting of .38 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Home Recording Studio Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1702 subject to the business being operated by immediate family members and no employees. 

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will be operating a home recording studio doing voice-overs for such things as radio or television spots.  She would have a portable sound booth that would contain any noise.  The business would be operated by the applicant and immediate family members only with no other employees.  

Mr. Thomson asked if there would be anyone other than the applicant recording.  Applicant stated that it would be only her recording.

Mr. McMichael asked that if the Board approved the application could she record others as well.  Applicant stated that she would not bring others into her home to record.  Mr. McMichael also made a statement about covenants in her neighborhood and that the County would not enforce them.

County Attorney Tom Hall made a statement for the record that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1702.
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Ms. Jasmine Banks, applicant, stated that she would be doing voice-over services only with no music recording.  She stated the president of the neighborhood’s Home Owner’s Association was present at the Zoning & Appeals hearing, but did not voice any particular objection.  

Mr. Walker asked who her clients would likely be.  Applicant stated that she hopes to do local radio, television and possibly audio books.

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Application #1702.

Tim Andrews, Chief Building Inspector, presented Special Exception Application #1703 submitted by Mr. Thomas J. Schoonover.  The property is located at 111 Glenda Drive, Bonaire, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 73, of the 11th Land District of Houston County, Lot 9, Block “G”, Section No. 2, Phase No. 6B of Southfield Plantation Subdivision, consisting of 1.31 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Lawn Care Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1703 subject to allowing storage of the utility trailer, no employees reporting to the house and no signage.
Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will be operating a lawn care business.  The applicant would store an enclosed 6 x 12 foot utility trailer in a garage or in the rear yard which has a privacy fence.  
Mr. McMichael asked the County attorney’s opinion on whether he should abstain since the applicant was an acquaintance and a member of his church.

County Attorney Tom Hall stated that he did not feel that Commissioner McMichael would have a conflict and could vote if he so chose.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1703.

Mr. Thomas J. Schoonover, applicant, stated that he would only have the one trailer, no employees at the house and no signage.

There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1703.
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Commissioner Walker presented an abandonment of easement request submitted by Mr. Bill Schwanebeck.  Chairman Stalnaker asked both Mr. Andrews and Mr. Dunbar if there were any reasons not to grant the request.  Mr. Andrew’s replied no since this was in a long-established neighborhood and the easement was not in use.  Mr. Dunbar stated that access to another easement at the back of the property would not be a concern since there was adequate access from other points.
County Attorney Tom Hall asked for a clarification of which easement was in question.  Mr. Andrews replied that it was the easement on the south side of the property.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the abandonment of the easement on the south side of Lot 5B Carter Woods Subdivision (117 Chantilly Drive) per a request made by Mr. William L. Schwanebeck, Jr.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to appoint Danny Carpenter to fill Randy Moore’s unexpired term and to appoint Kim Mullins to fill Lewis Meek’s unexpired term on the Planning & Zoning Board.  Both Mr. Carpenter’s and Mr. Mullins’ terms will expire September 6, 2016.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to appoint Leslie Butikofer to fill the unexpired term of Carl Rogers on the Houston County Library Board.  Ms. Butikofer’s term will expire on February 1, 2014.

County Attorney Tom Hall asked for a clarification on the date given in Section 1.17 of a sales agreement between Houston County and Custom Cut Timber.  He felt that it was in conflict with the termination date of the contract given in Section 1.3.  Motion will include a stipulation to correct that date in Section 1.17 before execution of contract.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a sales agreement with Custom Cut Timber of Cochran, Georgia for select thinning of timber on specified Landfill property with the stipulation that the date listed in section 1.17 be corrected before execution.  The term of this agreement begins on April 2, 2013 and ends on March 25, 2014.  Custom Cut Timber agrees to pay the County $114,122.00 for the timber.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to award a bid for one 2014 Freightliner tandem dump truck for use in the Road’s Department to Peach State Freightliner of Norcross, GA for the total net amount of $65,748.00.  Total net amount reflects trade-in allowance of $52,000.00 on a 2008 Peterbuilt Model 365 (Maintenance #349).  Funds to come from the 2012 SPLOST.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $2,380,956.91 with the stipulation that the Houston County Fire Department Explorers bill for $1,275 will be held for further review.
Ms. Jeanne Moyer of Advanced Disposal briefed the Board for a second time on necessary changes to the County’s garbage pick-up schedule.  She had previously briefed the Board on this action at the March 19th meeting.  Mr. McMichael thanked Ms. Moyer for their efforts to improve the schedule.  Chairman Stalnaker remarked that although Advanced Disposal’s contract allows them to manage the schedule as they see fit, he appreciated their willingness to work with the County and to inform the public of the pending changes.  Although formal action is not technically required, Chairman Stalnaker asked for a ‘motion of support’.  
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Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to support Advanced Disposal’s proposed changes to their schedule of garbage pick-up throughout Houston County as presented by Ms. Moyer.  
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
There being no public comments the meeting was continued.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized City of Centerville Mayor John Harley and thanked him for his continued support and for his attendance.  He mentioned that the City of Centerville would be holding a ground-breaking ceremony for their new law enforcement center on Wednesday, April 4th at 11:30 a.m.
Chairman Stalnaker mentioned the recent Memorandum of Agreement executed between Houston County, Centerville, Perry, Warner Robins, Pulaski County and Hawkinsville that would allow each entity to work together with available GDOT LMIG funds to pave and repair roads.  By bidding all projects together each government will obtain the best price.

Mr. Walker thanked Mayor Harley for the courtesy that he and the City of Centerville extend to him when he attends their City Council meetings.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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